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PLANNING AND PRIORITIES COMMITTEE 

ITEM FOR INFORMATION 

PRESENTED BY:  Angela Lieverse, Vice-Chair, Planning and Priorities Committee 

DATE OF MEETING:   April 17, 2025

SUBJECT: Disestablishment of the Confucius Institute 

ACTION: For Information Only

SUMMARY: 

Dr. Darcy Marciniuk, Associate Vice-President Research attended the Planning and Priorities Committee on 
March 19, 2025, to formally close out the Confucius Institute, which was disestablished July 1, 2024, due to 
the government withholding research funding to the Institute as it had a partnership with the Beijing 
Institute of Technology.    

CONSULTATION: 

The disestablishment of the Confucius Institute was first brought forward at the December 12, 2024, PPC 
Centres Subcommittee meeting.  It then came forward to PPC on March 19, 2025, where the following 
motion was passed:

That the Planning and Priorities Committee approve the disestablishment of the Confucius Institute 
effective immediately.

Note that the USask Centres Policy states that “The decision to close a centre will be reported to Council, or 

AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.1 

as appropriate the Board, for information only” (section 10.4). As such, the decision of the Planning and 
Priorities Committee is the ultimate decision maker on this matter and the results of the committee’s 
decision are being reported for information. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Disestablishment of the Confucius Institute 

https://policies.usask.ca/policies/research-and-scholarly-activities/centres.php
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ITEM ??? 
 

FOR DECISION 
 
DATE OF MEETING: January 15, 2025 
 
SUBJECT:  Disestablishment of the Confucius Institute 
 
DECISION REQUESTED:  That the Confucius Institute be formally disestablished.  
 
BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY: 
 
At its meeting on December 12, 2024, the Centres Subcommittee passed the following motion: 

That the PPC Centres Subcommittee recommend to the Planning and Priorities Committee that the 
Confucius Institute be formally disestablished. 

 
At this meeting, the Subcommittee heard a presentation from Dr. Darcy Marciniuk, Associate Vice-President 
Research, outlining the rationale for the formal disestablishment of this centre. The committee heard that the 
Confucius Institute ceased operations on Jule 1, 2024 based on policy changes of the federal government. The 
federal government is withholding research funding to organizations that have relationships with various 
organizations, and the Beijing Institute of Technology – the partner organization for the Confucius Institute – is 
on this list.  
 
The decision before the Planning and Priorities Committee is to formally disestablish the Confucius Institute as a 
centre of the University of Saskatchewan. The centre reports directly to the Vice-President Research, and as 
such the administrative recommendation (attached) was initiated through this office.  
 
Note that the USask Centres Policy states that “The decision to close a centre will be reported to Council, or as 
appropriate the Board, for information only” (section 10.4). As such, the decision of the Planning and Priorities 
Committee is the ultimate decision maker on this matter and the results of the committee’s decision will be 
reported for information as necessary.  
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

• Correspondence from the Office of the Vice-President, Research 

 

https://policies.usask.ca/policies/research-and-scholarly-activities/centres.php
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