
University of Saskatchewan Graduate Students’ Association 

GSA’s Report to the University Council, March 2023 

Dear Members of the University Council, 

In this report, we present some initiatives that the GSA has completed or has been working on, 

which include: 

1. Health and Dental Plan Coverage Expansion

The GSA is committed to expanding existing health and dental plan coverage to serve graduate 

students' needs best. The GSA has shortlisted two preliminary estimations of the health plan 

coverage expansion and associated premium increase. The GSA is currently reviewing dental 

plan coverage expansion opportunities. Thus, the GSA executive requested that the student care 

representative propose dental plan coverage expansion scenarios and potential insurance 

premium increases at the discussion table for review by the GSA executive. The GSA is 

expected to receive potential dental coverage expansion scenarios by March 20, 2023. Upon 

receiving the dental plan coverage scenarios, the GSA executives will conduct the cost-benefit 

analysis of both health and dental plan coverage and associated premium increase.  

2. Winter Term GSA-CGPS Need-Based Bursary

The GSA awarded winter term GSA-CGPS need-based bursaries to 20 graduate students, each 

worth $1000. A second call for nomination is underway to award some additional bursaries.    

3. GSA Tax Clinic March 15 and 16

The GSA has scheduled two free tax clinic sessions: a) March 15, 2023 (5:00 pm to 7:00 pm) for 

graduate students with no spouse and kids, and b) March 16, 2023 (5:00 pm to 7:00 pm) for 
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graduate students with spouse and kids. In these tax clinic sessions, a hands-on demonstration 

will be provided to graduate students to help them file their taxes using UFile software.  

4 GSA Annual Awards 2023  

The GSA is currently accepting nominations for the GSA Annual Award 2023. The purpose of 

the GSA Awards is to celebrate graduate students and honor faculty that have generously 

supported graduate students in research, scholarly and artistic pursuits. Graduate students and 

faculty members are encouraged to nominate themselves or their students for the following 

awards.  

 

 
If you have any questions, please contact gsa.external@usask.ca.  

 

Please visit https://gsa.usask.ca/events/annual-awards.php for further information regarding the 

Awards and the nomination process. 
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5. GSA Sustainability Committee Events 

The GSA sustainability committee is organizing two events: 1) a Guided tour to Canada’s 

only synchrotron research center, the Canadian Light Source tour 2) Sustainable Graduate 

Research Challenge where students will showcase their sustainable research ideas.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. GSA Diversity Committee Event Postponement  

Unfortunately, the GSA diversity committee event: International Mother Language Day 

(February 21, 2023) Celebration event was postponed at the last minute because many invited 

guests reported seasonal flu and COVID-19 illness. This event aims to emphasize the importance 

of mother language conservation, the marginalization of mother language by colonial rulers 

across different parts of the world, and the significance of receiving an education using the 

mother language. The diversity committee is currently working to announce a new date for the 

event.   

 

6. GSA Executive Election 2023-2024 

The GSA Executive Election 2023-2024 will start on the week of March 13, 2023.  

 

Mostofa Kamal  

President, Graduate Students' Association (GSA) 

University of Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon, SK, CANADA 

Email: gsa.pres@usask.ca | Web: https://gsa.usask.ca/ 

Facebook: UsaskGSA | Twitter: GSA_USask | Instagram: GSA_Usask 

Address: 1337 College Dr, Saskatoon, SK S7N 0W6 

 

I acknowledge that I live and work on Treaty 6 Territory and the homeland of the Métis. I pay my 

respect to the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with 

one another. 
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